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DA) PRAYER AND GIFTS 
All FRegRVER, Watiniy invited to take part in our Annual Day of 
Prayer and Gifts for the work of the Dioceses of Eastern and Western 
Szechwan, which will be held (D.V.) on _ 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23rd, 1943. 
On that date, it is proposed to hold the 


ANNUAL MEETING of the D.A.W.C. at 3 p.m. 
the 
BIBLE HOUSE, QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, E.C.4, 
(By kind permission of the B. and F.B.S.) 

Jt is hoped that the Chairman will again be the Rev. Preb. H. W. 
Hinde, Chairman of the Association ; or, failing him, Mr. A. B. Keith, 
Chairman of the C.S.S.M. and of our Executive Committee, has kindly 
promised to take his place. After formal presentation of the Audited 
: Accounts and any other necessary business, periods of | 


THANKSGIVING and INTERCESSION — 


for the work in the two Dioceses will be led by the Rev. W. H. Aldis 
or Rev. H. W. Funnell (Eastern Szechwan) and by Mr. J. Gurney 


Barclay estern Szechwan). 


ters from 


The Organising Secretary hopes to arrange for a cup of TEA 
for any who will notify her not later than June 19th of their intention — 
to be present ; but friends are asked to bring their own sugar, buns. or 


biscuits if required. 


All who cannot be with us in person are asked to spend some 
time during the day in special prayer for Western China and to send 
their gifts, as God enables them, for the support of the work to __ 

| Miss F. HUGHES-HALLETT (Org. Sec.), 
Kienning, Woodcote Avenue, _ 
Wallington, Surrey. 


LETTERS FROM BISHOP BEVAN. 
Bishop’s House, 
Chiihsien, | 
East Szechwan, China. 
Dear Friends of the Diocese, November 4th, 1942. 

At the end of September I wrote to you from Chungking, where 
I was spending a month helping in the C.I.M. Emergency Headquarters. 
When my work there was finished I spent a week in the city to be more 
closely in touch with our Anglican folk there. On October 14th we had 
a day’s Retreat for the clergy in Chungking, which was attended by 
four Chinese and two missionaries. 

The day following St. Luke’s Day, which was the second anniver- 
sary of my consecration—and the forty-seventh anniversary of the 
consecration of the first bishop of ‘the Diocese, Bishop Cassels—my 
wife and I left in the pitch dark hour before dawn in a drizzling 
rain to catch the launch for the first day’s journey of our return trip. 
Passing through Kwangan, there was opportunity to hold a little con- 
firmation service for one candidate, a very keen fellow who is in his 
final year at school; he is the first-fruits of Mr. Davis’ work amongst 
non-Christian students, I believe. 

Three busy days were all we had before our Autumn Meeting 
of the Standing Committee, held here from October 29th to 3lst. 
One of the most important decisions was to send a letter to our salaried 
workers and all Church Councils with regard to the support of salaried 
ministers. The main point of this was to say that it did not seem as 
if there was likely to be any increase of grants from mission sources and 
local congregations should seek, as soon as possible, to become self- 
supporting in respect of salaries; to the workers we had to say that, with 
the steady increase in the cost of living, it might be that the day 
would come when their allowances would become insufficient to meet 
even the barest needs of themselves and their families and that, while 
we trusted that they would still with full faith in God give themselves 
to their ministry in the true spirit of self-sacrifice, it might be that some 
would have to seek in other ways to supplement their income. I 
personally am comforted to think that at times St. Paul supported 
himself by working with his own hands and at others lived, it seems, 
_ by the gifts he received from believers. We are chiefly anxious that 
we all, Chinese and missionary alike, should exhibit the same passionate 
zeal for preaching the Gospel as did the Apostle, 

The ordination of the Rev. D. H. Temple as priest was passed and 
I trust that the service may be held at Tahsien on Sunday, December 
6th. We were interested to have a letter from the Fu-tsun-i pastorate, 
requesting the consideration of Mr. Chang Hsuen-t’ang’s name as a 
candidate for deacon’s orders on a voluntary basis. Mr. Chang is a 
_ Tay minister in that pastorate of many years standing, and he has done 
good work in his own home district. The request was accepted for 
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consideration but no decision could be made until further thought had 
been given to the matter and inquiries satisfied. 

| Owing to the distance, Bishop Ku could not be present, but both 
Archdeacons attended and gave. their usual valuable contribution. 
_ Archdeacon Wang is not able to travel on visitations this autumn as his - 
health has not been good. Mrs. Wang has also been seriously ill with 


J anuary 7th, ‘1943, | 
Another year’ s work is behind us, in which none of us has failed 
again to experience much of the Grace of God. Many failures there 
have been and setbacks in some pastorates and great disappointments, 
but still there is much for which to thank God. In a time of unparalleled 
financial difficulty all needs have been met, and with our thanks to 
God we must join expressions of gratitude to you who have helped us 
by your gifts. Letters from our Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Wenham, have 
shown his deep desire to help and the concern of. the Committee of the 
D.A.WC. But it is doubtless for your prayers that we should thank 
you most. | 
The feature which has marked the past year has been the progress 
in the Church of the realisation of its responsibility for its own support 
and a growing spirit of the right type of independence. One thing 
which has helped in this has been the shortage of funds from abroad, 
- due not to any shortage of gifts, for these both to the mission and the 
diocese direct have increased in sterling, but because of the unfavour- 
able exchange. The better informed Christians realise this, and it has 
come to them that financial responsibility is really theirs, not ours, 
and that one day it will all fall upon them. During the year much 
has been said to lead up to this, and as 1942 closed news was coming 
from many pastorates of increased collections and of steps already 
being taken towards building up endowment funds. A magnificent lead 
has been taken in this by the Archdeacons, to whose efforts this pro- 
gress is mainly due. | 
| Another step which rat been taken during the year has been the 
laying of the rails for putting into effect the transfer of church buildings 
from Mission to Church control. When this is completed, the control 
of necessary property will be handed from the Mission to the 
Diocesan Trustee Committee, to which local congregations will be 
responsible for its upkeep and proper use. It has been interesting to 
watch how some congregations have welcomed this eagerly, some very — 
_diffidently, while the more mature in outlook have accepted it as a 
matter of course, a proper step in the development of the Church. 
There is one thing which we have not yet seen fully manifested and 
that is a sense of responsibility on the part of each church. for the 
evangelising of the whole pastorate. Thank God there are some Chris- 
tians and workers, especially in the Tahsien, Suanhan and Futsunyi 
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pastorates,who have this zeal for preaching the Gospel, and the Kaihsien 
pastorate council certainly shows its sense of responsibility in this. 
regard. .When self-support and self-government have become an 
accepted part of the Church’s expression of its life, the vision of the 
~ need of self-propagation will, please God, follow as a necessary com- 
plement. . 

To speak of my own work during the last year—a good deal of 
travelling was done, but not so extensively as in 1941. A total of about 
six months, including the months from June to August, when not much 
travelling can be done, has been spent in Chiihsien, in’the city or the 
country; life at home is more regular but almost more strenuous than - 
when on tour. My travel register shows a total of 6,530 “li ”—4,610 li 
being on foot—and for my own amusement while trudging along the 
road on my last trip I reckoned up the number of different beds in 
which I had slept during the year, 64 in all. Owing to the great expense 
of travel my wife has not been able to go with me so much. It will 
interest old Szechwan workers to know that we now have to pay about 
sixty dollars a stage (this is fifteen shillings) for a single coolie; if 
you have a chair and a load it costs you 1/6 a mile (reckoning three 
li to the mile), perhaps the most expensive travel in the world; while bus. 
travel is about sixpence a mile and launch about twopence halfpenny.. 
_ These simple details may be of interest if of no importance.* _ 

We enter the New Year in a spirit of confidence in God. Nothing 
_which we are or have done in the past can be in any sense the ground | 
of our confidence, but we have received the vision of what God is, and 
on the pages of the Bible and of Church: History 1 is inscribed the record © 
of the wonderful works of God, and it is the vision of Him and the 
knowledge of His works that gives us faith and hope for the future. 
_ The assurance that you are behind us, praying for us, is a strength too. 
_ As God in the closing months of 1942 gave success to our nation’s and 
our allies’ arms, so may He give us in this New Year victory in our 


Mime personal conflicts and in the spiritual warfare which is essential im 


paiding up His ‘Church i in Eastern Szechwan. 
February 6th, 1943, 

s “Next. week. k have to start out again on a visitation of the churches. 
Int the Northern, ‘Archdeaconry, so my February letter must be written 
to-day. We are trying almost every month to send both a short letter 
and some news from the different churches in the diocese and trust 
that these get through, and that it is still proving possible to print the 
Bulletin. This is, I am sure, a valuable link between us and you. It 
would be a great help if you were able to get others to take it, thus 
increasing its circulation and gaining fresh friends for the: Diocese who 
will pray for us. In days when war conditions bring such heavy bur-. 
dens on people, it is a strength to one’s spiritual life, to be able to 


turn from one’s own cares and take upon one’s heart the concern of 
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God for those who live in ignorance of His grace and His Gospel. 
Yesterday was Chinese New Year’s Day, and almost all day long 
our compound was crowded with visitors. These were all of the lower 
classes, for official visits are always made at New Year according to our 
calendar, which has been for many years adopted by the Government. 
From 10 to 12 and from 3 to 5, regular preaching was done. Since 
the burning of the church, the preaching chapel, and the houses on the > 
North Street in the bombing of 1940, everything has been carried on 
at our house in the city. Miss Lan, the Church Biblewoman, did 
nobly, sitting and preaching to a small group in the guest hall by the 
gate for most of the day. It was impossible to divide men and women 
and so we had to fiold one big evangelistic meeting in the large room 
which we have lent for services. After the people had lined up on the 
verandah, they were shepherded along to the chapel. When the room 
was filled with fifty or sixty women and children with a sprinkling of 
- men and big boys, the door was. shut. Mr. Derbyshire, my wife and 
I had it all to ourselves, Mrs. Derbyshire being at Yingshan for a 
Women’s Bible School; one preached, one kept the door and quelled the 
unruly inside, while the third acted as policeman on the verandah. 
About each half hour the doors were opened and people went out and 
in and the preachers were changed. It was a strenuous day, but many 
listened well as we sang and preached the Gospel home to the hearts 
of the people. It is a great refreshment to the spirit to turn away from 
papers, letters and problems of administration and relations for a nad - 
good Gospel preaching. One feels a missionary again ! } 
A letter from a fellow-missionary telling how on two occasions © 


. very recently girls and young women, high school girls and primary 


grade teachers, had definitely come to her while she was travelling 
asking to be told about the Lord Jesus, has made me realise what a 
magnificent opportunity 1 ought to get from contact with outsiders in 
all the travelling that I have to do. St. Paul urged the young bishop 
- Timothy to “do the work of an evangelist,” and I should like to 
-Importune your prayers for myself, that I may not miss the oppor- 
tunities for witness which are given to me. Walking as one has to do 
now is very wearying, but, as I have often found, to preach the Gospel 
seems Often as refreshing to the body as it is to the spirit. “I have | 
meat to eat,” said the Saviour after such wayside preaching on a weary 
day, “that ye know not of.” If the fulfilling of His commission was. 
to him strengthening meat, shall it not also be to His disciple? Perhaps 
this paragraph might be called, “ Sidelights on the life of a missionary 
bishop ’—indeed, most of this letter might be. 

From February 23rd-25th we hope to have a meeting of the 
Standing Committee in Langchung. Both Archdeacons will be present, 
I trust. Archdeacon Wang has a visitation programme for February © 
and March, and Archdeacon Ts’ai will come from his home in Pachung | 
where he has been visiting his family and spending the Spring Festival, 


as we should call Chinese New Year. After my visit to Langchung, 
my itinerary takes me to Ts’ien-fuh-ch’ang, to Pachung and Kwang- 
yuen, and back to Langchung by Sintientze. Many problems await me. 
One’s task becomes more complicated than ever as the months go by 
and, when everybody is under such a strain as living through these days 
| imposes on the nerves, the dealing with difficult situations and problems 
is not rendered easier. May God Himself put into your minds the 
petitions that you may make for me and all the staff, both Chinese and 
missionary. 
: Yours in Christ’s service, 

K. G. BEVAN, 

| Bishop. 


LETTER FROM BISHOP SONG. 
The Bishop’s House, 

| Chengtu, West China. 
Dear Friends of West China, | a November 28th, 1942. 

When you read this letter you will perhaps think that again it is 
such a long time before receiving any letter from me. The matter of 
fact is that the work of the Diocese goes on as usual, there is very 
little exciting news to write. You can sit down in your armchair and 


gee the work in every department—the church work, school work, and 


medical work—going on from morning to night as wheels of a machine. 
For instance, worship is held every Sunday morning and afternoon, 
prayer meetings and Bible Classes are conducted regularly every week. 
Visiting is carried out on several afternoons per week. Sick people 
come to the hospital and the morning dispensary. School boys and 
girls attend their classes in the day-time and sports or games in the 
afternoon. So the work goes on. As the standard of living soars high — 


—fifty times more than in 1938—everybody has had a tremendous | 


struggle to keep his body and soul together. Of course, there are silent 
forces going on all the time in the minds and souls of men and 
women. Great revolutions have taken place in recent years, until 
China is now in the melting pot; but of these things one can hardly 
write. So this explains my long silence. | 

_Now I have the opportunity of writing the report of my recent 
tour of the Diocese. I know you will be interested in hearing about 
the high-watermarks of the work in each place. Both the Rev. H. A. 
Maxwell and the Rev. D. Sargent were travelling with me. So you can — 
see the trip was bound to be profitable to the Churches. Now may I 
tell you something of each place according to the order in which we 

visited them. 
ee Sintu, November 4th. By leaving Chengtu early we arrived in 
plenty of time for the Confirmation Service. The congregation here 
used to consist entirely of country people, but as the result of Miss 
Jones’ work among the young men at the Military Academy, many of 
the latter now attend the services. During the past year over thirty of 
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them have been confirmed. On this occasion there were six confirma- 
tion candidates, two from the academy and the others from the country. 
In the evening Miss Jones’ sitting room was more than packed out | 
with military students, and students from the Middle Schools, who 
listened intently to the messages given. 

Shihfang, November 6th. In the past this has been one of our 
most disappointing churches, but at last it is beginning to show signs 
_ of life. Mr. and Mrs. Jenkins are doing a most useful piece of work 
. among young people in Government offices and similar work. The 
first-fruits of their work there was the confirmation of seven candi- 
dates, four of whom are promising educated young people. The magis- 
trate here is very friendly and not only came to breakfast with us but | 
stayed both to the Confirmation Service and to the parish meeting of 
welcome afterwards. A very unsatisfactory ex-colporteur does not 
make work at the church too easy, but we hope the problem of his 
presence may soon be solved. | 

Mienchuhsien, November Tth-8th. The Endowment Fund in this 
centre (which had the honour of first starting this method of self- — 
support) has reached the very satisfactory figure of $12,000. Land has 
been bought with the money, and already the income is quite con- 
siderable. Preaching hall work here for a time had been stopped, but 
it has now been restarted at the medicine shop of a former Christian 
nurse of the hospital. Two men were confirmed on the Sunday and 
a happy informal] vestry meeting was arranged on the previous day. It 
was nice to see the hospital open again after having been temporarily 
closed down owing to shortage of staff. Since our visit there, a 
keen Christian doctor of the name of Ch’u has been added to the staff. 

- Tehyang, November 10th. The Confirmation Service was well 
attended, though the church was not so full as it is on a Sunday. The — 
reason for that is that quite a large proportion of the congregation is 
made up of students from the 6th Middle School, and these boys were 
' not able to attend a mid-week service. It is encouraging to know that 
over thirty of them attend a Bible Class weekly. Many of them 
have already become Christians and three were among the seven candi- 
‘dates presented for confirmation. ee 

Anhsien, November 13th. Now that the school has moved back 
to Mienyang, Anhsien seems comparatively empty, so far as church 
work is concerned. As there were no candidates for confirmation we | 
had a Holy Communion service. This was followed by a parish 
meeting at which over a thousand dollars was subscribed by various | 
church members towards the endowment fund. Mrs. Ho Ru Lan, 
who used to be in charge of the junior primary school at Mienyang, 
has, with the closing of that school, been appointed to Anhsien as 
Biblewoman. With her experience among children and also of work 
in the Mothers’ Union, it is hoped that she will greatly strengthen the 


work there. 
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Mienyang, November 15th-16th. The work here in town and 
country goes steadily forward without anything particularly noteworthy. 
There were ten candidates for confirmation from the city and its out- 
stations. Good work continues to: be done by Mr. Sherwood among 
boys from the Shantung Senior Middle School, but we did not have 
much opportunity to meet these boys as school sports prevented their 
attendance on the particular Sunday we were in Mienyang. On the 
financial side we were greatly encouraged by-a generous gift to the 
Endowment Fund from the Rev. Wu K’eh Ch’ang of two thousand 
dollars and ten “ dan ” of unhulled rice which can probably be sold for 
five or six thousand dollars. The Yoh Teh School has greatly altered 
its appearance. The junior primary school has disappeared and in 


place of the old higher primary buildings a new teaching block of six | 


class rooms has been erected. These alterations were made necessary 
. by the Government order to cease co-education in Junior Middle 
Schools. The older buildings would have fallen down by themselves 
in a few more years in any case. Unfortunately building is very 
expensive at present and despite local contributions and a generous 
gift from the Church Missionary Society, a considerable sum is still 
outstanding. On the Monday afternoon the opening ceremony for this 
new block was held. The school has already settled down after its 


move back from Anhsien. It is gratifying to know that the people — 


of Mienyang were as anxious to welcome it back, as the people of 
Anhsien were sorry to see it go. In these days it is becoming increas- 
ingly difficult to run a Christian school, and to be able to command the 
respect and confidence of the local people is a great asset. The Women’s 
School has also moved back to Mienyang within the past year, and is 
continuing its steady and useful work under the gentle but able guidance 
of Miss Ch’en. 

Chorgpa, November 18th. Here we reversed the usual order of 


a procedure, having the parish meeting in the morning and the confirma- 


tion service in the afternoon. Many useful points were raised and 
discussed at the parish meeting, and over two thousand dollars sub- 
scribed towards the Endowment Fund. The church is maintaining its 
evangelistic enthusiasm and several of the church members help the 

_ Rev. Chang Poh Ngai regularly with preaching hall work. Mr. Chang 
appears to be much more cheerful and settled in mind and spirit than 
he has been for many years. Six people were received into full fellow- 
ship through the laying on of hands, | 


Harchow, November 21ist-22nd. Fifteen men and women were | 
confirmed at this centre, thus revealing that the work here continues to 


grow. Special emphasis has. been laid upon evangelistic work in the 


_ preaching hall, and on Bible Classes. As many as forty young men 


have been attending a Bible Class held for them on a Monday evening. 

At Kintang, where the Min I and Min Hsien schools are now situated, 

a group of keen people are keeping the church meetings going with 
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a minimum of outside assistance. 

Chongchiang, November 24th. This is one of the most self-reliant 
and encouraging of our churches. Largely a country congregation, its 
members walk many miles to church on Sundays and special occasions. 
They are happy also in possessing a number of people who are well 
able to carry responsibility, and take a keen part in the vestry meetings 
and other organisations of the church. Unfortunately ill-health pre- 
vented me from visiting this centre on this occasion, but I gather that 
encouraging services and meetings were held there by my fellow- 


travellers. Over twenty students at the Middle School have bought 


Bibles and are reading them carefully. This was largely because of 
the witness of a Mr. Chang, nicknamed “ Seller-of-Jesus-Vermicelli ” by | 
local non-Christians. When selling his vermicelli he had urged a teacher 
at the Middle School to buy and read a Bible. The teacher did, and 
then urged his students to do the same. 

Finally, allow me to assure you of my constant prayers for you 
and our great joy concerning the recent development of the war. 

With kindest regards, 
Very sincerely yours, 
C. T. SONG, Bishop. 


NOTES. | 

Day 1. Langchung. The Hospital: There are oles being ymade 

for enlarging the buildings and adding on accommodation for the 
male nurses and technician, and to build another house for members 
of the missionary staff. Other property is being sold to provide funds 
for this work. Please pray that this project may be carried through 
successfully and the enlarged premises may really mean an increase 


_ of efficiency which will mean an increase of spiritual power. The need 


for a Chinese qualified nurse is not yet met; a dispenser and a technician 
are also needed and more junior nurses. 

Dr. Maddox writes : This autumn has not seen anything remark- 
able in the response of patients to the regular preaching of the Gospel — 
in wards and out-patients’ department, but the work has not been 


barren of evident results, for there have been the usual ones and twos 


amongst men and women in-patients who seem genuinely influenced 
and show signs of the faith which they profess. An educated lady was 
admitted for an urgent operation which was successfully performed, 


- and during her convalescence she heard and received the Gospel; since 


leaving hospital she. has been regular in attending classes arranged by 
the local church and also has become a member of the Dorcas Society. 
A schoolboy who used to be in the local Church school was an in- 
patient for about three weeks, during which time he came to realise 
that the Scripture teaching which he had received before had a personal 
application, and we believe that he entered into New Life. These are 


but two examples taken from this autumn’s work. Of patients who 
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were in hospital lone ago, there are three who are hoping to take 
_ definite steps this Christmas; one woman hopes to be baptised, and 
two men hope to be received as candidates for baptism. 

If any would like further information about the Langchung Hos- 
pital the yearly report for 1941 can be obtained from the China Inland 
Mission, Newington Green, London, N.16. The report for 1942 is in 
course of —— but it will be some time before it can be pub- | 
jished. 

Mr. Ellison, in his yearly report on the work: writes Langchung 
is undoubtedly a place where a lot of Christian work is being done. | 
You notice it when you come here—there is a hum of activity all round. 
. . . This atmosphere is largely due to the presence of the hospital and 
Bible Institute, but not by any means entirely ; the church itself gives 
the impression of being more lively than most others in the district, — 
though that does not necessarily mean that it has more life than 
they. . . . There is quite a considerable missionary body here, but 
the great majority of its members have little or nothing to do with the 
church work as such, and there is no doubt whatever that the church 
is thoroughly self-governing. If the mission were suddenly to with- | 
draw all its men it would make astonishingly little difference. .. . 
If the ladies were to disappear, however, it would be a different story 
altogether, the women’s side would look decidedly silly. . . . The year’s — 
work has been unspectacular but not lacking in encouragement. The 
pastor, Mr. Wang Kung-ai, is active and conscientious. . . . He visits 
our one out-station, Sintientze, once a month, and pays an evangelistic 
visit to a neighbouring market nearly every week. During the spring 
the church rented a teashop on the busy East Street for the evenings, 
and it has been used ever since for preaching twice a week, church- 
- people being responsible for one as and the Bible Institute for 
the other. | 
| Tanishan. Miss Carpenter in pu report on the Orphanage for 

1942, writes : As we look back over the past year we can but praise the 
Lord for His wondrous grace. We have proved in a very marked way © 
His power to protect. Many homes near us have been robbed of every- 
thing, and sometimes with violence; bands of thieves have passed our 
house nightly, and yet we have been kept in peace. There was an 
exception just before Christmas when we woke to find a large hole in 
the wall and all our kitchen utensils missing. This, however, was 2 
small loss compared with what might have been and we took it as a 
warning against carelessness. No less remarkable has been the Lord’s 
provision for His large family. Whilst many around us were on the 
verge of starvation, we have never lacked a meal. There were some 
days when the rice-was given out for breakfast and nothing in hand 
for the mid-day meal, but in some way the need was met each time. 
The family is growing up rapidly. Three girls were married last year 


and four more are already engaged. Six of the more gifted ¢ ones are 
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getting special training in school or hospital. Seven of the more difficult 
have gone to our farm at Pehmiaoch’ang. There are twenty-seven still 
here. In all there are forty-two still for whom we are entirely respon- 
sible. The work is being gradually closed down, as no new children 
are being taken in. However, there will always be a small group of the 

crippled girls who cannot be married to be cared for. Please pray that 
this smaller work may still be blessed and that the married gis in 
their homes may train their children in Christian ways. | 

‘Day 2. Ts’ien-fuh-ch’ang. No change in the life of the Church 
can yet be reported from here and the need for prayer that the work 
will soon begin to flourish again is great. 

Day 4. Kwangyuan. Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd, with their children, 
have safely arrived here. Pray for them as they enter into their new 
work that they may be led to useful service. Kwangyuen abounds with 
opportunities in these days when it has become the most progressive: 
of our cities. 

Mr. Lloyd sends the folioiwtie : Since our arrival on in October 
an ever-widening circle of friendships is being constructed and we 
pray that all with whom contacts are made may be influenced by the 
working of the Holy Spirit in their lives. In response to a number of 
requests for “English teaching,” an English Bible study class has. 
been started with a regular membership of about ten men and one or 
two women. In addition to this a Chinese Bible Class is held weekly, 
and on Sundays Mrs. Lloyd conducts a small Sunday School. There 
are very many opportunities, mostly by means of personal contacts, 
with bank officials, military men, business people and others, and 2 
constant stream of visitors, Chinese and foreign. Refugee Chinese 
are continually making their way from Occupied China to Free China, 
some of them Christian people who pass through Kwangyuan and stay | 
a day or two with us. The Y.M.C.A. have asked us to help in 
administering funds for travelling grants for refugee university students, — 
and to prepare simple accommodation for such students on their way 
to their universities. The church has formed a committee whose duty 
it is to organise means for the support, it is hoped in full, of the 
Chinese pastor here. This is a step of faith for which prayer is asked. 
Two other requests for prayer might be mentioned—the need of a 
church prayer meeting and for a church evangelistic endeavour. 
Nothing is being done along these lines so far. 

Day 5. Pachung. Miss Mitchell writes : The Women’s Mission-. 
ary Service League held its first meeting of the season in October 
under the chairmanship of Mrs. Liao, who has accepted responsibility 
for the Sunday School as her service. The Secretary of the Service 
League was formerly a student in the Church School here. There is a 
dispensary work here, though rather held up through lack of drugs, 
_and one has been impressed with the number of really sick looking 

people in this place. Miss Mitchell paid her first visit to the out- 
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stations before Christmas and. was encouraged by the attendances at 
‘services and meetings. 
Day 6. N anpu. The small church here is slowly growing. Its 
direction of expansion is downward rather than outward. This means 
the youth of the congregation (ten odd) are growing in grace and 
increasing in the knowledge of God. The old members turn up regu- 
larly and make their contribution, .but the new generation are the live 
ones. Recently fairly wide witness has been made by the purchase 
and distribution of “A Life of Christ.” Copies have been given to 
Middle and other schools and the leading bookshop in the town has 
some for sale. Sunday School service is encouraging and the dispensary 
opens daily for the healing of diseases and the distribution of tracts. 

Fu-tsun-i. Miss Wallis writes of a visit to a country home; she and 
Miss Ammonds went for two days’ meetings and had a very happy time. 
The believers there, though only numbering just over ten, are>very 
keen and Miss Wallis was encouraged by what she saw of them. At 
another country church twenty-four have recently been baptised and © 
others received as learners. After a period of apparent stagnation the 
work in the pastorate shows signs of movement again. | 

The autumn was a busy time with the opportunities afforded by 
the yearly cattle fair, a week’s Bible School and visits to the country 
churches. A month was spent in the Yuan-shan-ch’ang district, where 
the Christians were visited in their homes. Five days of meetings | 
were held, when twelve were baptised. At Wang-chia-ho four days of 
meetings were held and here two families burnt their idols. The two 
and a half days meetings at Chen-chia-wan were difficult. Though 
between ten and twenty attended the meetings, they did not seem to 
have grown spiritually during the last two years. Some who attend 
service are not willing to part with their sin. The workers came away 
feeling that they could only wait on the Holy Spirit to convict and 
convert merely to teach was not sufficient. At T’ung-cha-keo the — 
church membership has dwindled owing to financial difficulties. The 
visit to Shih-niu-miao was an encouragement. The welcome given was 
so warm and prayer and praise seem to spring so spontaneously. 
Altogether in these different places twenty-four were baptised and 
seventeen were received as catechumen. ae 

Day 7. Yingshan. Last year a medical mission was held by Dr. 
Gray in this centre for three months or more. Large numbers of 
people came for treatment and several operations were performed. 
Some of these operations were for cataract and of course were very 
spectacular in their results. One man who came practically blind, left 
after two weeks able to see. He seemed impressed by what he heard 
of the Gospel and professed to believe. Recently the visiting evangelist 
spent a day in his home and was much encouraged as he saw the 
spiritual progress; although uneducated, Mr. Yang has steadily read the 


New Testament and taught his friends and neighbours what he knows. 


| 
| 


Dr. and Mrs. Gray hope to hold another medical mission here this 
spring and early summer and so follow up the work done in the first 
effort. 
: The removal of the Sadlers to Tachu leaves a bi g gap which cannot 
be filled all at once. Old Pastor Ma, who retired from full-time work — 
some years ago, still leads Sunday services in the city, but he cannot 
take any responsibility for the country churches. Miss Parsons is now 
single-handed in leading the women’s work. She writes: Two little 
girls of thirteen years of age are coming every day for six hours a 
day in order to pack medicines, make bandages, pills, etc., for the 
dispensary, and during the day they also do some Bible study. This 
winter term their parents have not been able to afford school fees, but — 
they hope to enter school again next spring. Pray for such girls in our 
district; there seem to be quite a number of “teen” age in the city 
-and country churches. The dangers that may befall them are as 
follows: The educated ones may go to the city Middle School and 
become infected with an anti-foreign, proud spirit that looks down upon 
the Church. They may also go to private or public schools where 
_ Sunday is not observed, but meetings, tramps, etc., are organised, which 
means that neither boys nor girls can get to church. They may be. 
engaged and married into heathen homes. This year two lovely Chris- 
tian girls have been married out to heathen homes; their fixed inten- 
tion is to be His always, but their way will be beset with innumerable 
difficulties. I shall never forget one of them saying to me this spring, 
“Do not be anxious for me, I will never go back from my Lord Jesus.” 
The women are determined that nothing shall prevent them having 
their week’s “ Keswick ” in 1943, so they are already praying that the 
Chinese lady invited to lead the meetings may be able to come and 
they have also started with collecting envelopes. Each has her own 
envelope in which she places what small notes she can each week, 
and so when Chinese New Year comes on February 5th, she should 
_ have a nice little sum of money all ready for the Bible School*expenses. 
* Chowkow. The little church struggles on bravely in the face of 
many trials. Every Sunday Mr. P’u walks twelve miles there and back 
in order to lead the service. From Yingshan we have kept our promise: 
to visit them once a month, and we hope to continue these visits as 
well as holding a four or five days’ Bible School in February. 
| Day 8. Nanchung. The Rev. An Ts ‘ong-ch’ien arrived early in 
September to take charge of this parish. He is doing very well, his. 
spiritual messages are much appreciated and we praise the Lord for his 
zeal and interest in the work. Another cause for thanksgiving is the 
result of the Harvest Sunday offering, when about $800 was con-. 
tributed by the Chinese themselves, being more than double the 
amount given last year, and this in spite of the greatly increased cost 
of living. 


The Rev. F. H. Harris has arrived to join the staff, and while 
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continuing his studies is helping in the work. He writes: A daily 
English class for some eight young people, mostly Senior Middle 
School graduates, gives opportunities for telling the Gospel message, 
and on Sunday this is extended to a Bible Class for both sexes at 
which a Gospel talk is given in English and Chinese, one sentence at a 


time.. We have had as many as nineteen to this, and several are show- 


ing real interest in the Gospel. Some of the English students asked 
recently if we could not have a music evening once a week, and 
although not yet regularly started, it seems to be a plan that would 


have possibilities of reaching those not reachable in any other way, | 


for Young China is becoming music minded. 

In December Archdeacon Ts’ai held a number of meetings and 
preaching was carried on in the hall in the public park for three after- 
noons, and also in the three mission compounds to other classes of 
people on other days. The effort lasted over two weeks. Considerable 
interest was shown but no definite cases of conversion were reported. 
Some believers testified to blessing received and there is no doubt that 
the preaching in the public park went home to many hearts. The Sun- 
day after Christmas four men and four women were baptised. 

Day 9. Kwangan. An evangelistic team is being organised here 
and should soon be in full work. The Rev. E. B. Davis sends the fol- 
Jowing news: A young Chinese evangelist, Mr. Chang Huai-teh, has 
recently done some very good work in this district. He was in 
- Kwangan for nine days and in Yoch’ih for three days. It happened 


- that the days of his meetings came after the graduating classes at the — 


‘Tsai Yin School had finished lessons, so that two of the classes, which 
contained three of the Christian boys, were free to attend most of the 
meetings. His arrival was perfectly timed for the Christian boys; they 
were just getting a taste for witnessing when this super-opportunity 
came. Four of their friends professed conversion. Mr. Chang was 


given the opportunity of addressing over eight hundred boys and girls . 
of both senior and junior grades in one of the schools. On this’ 


occasion four Christian boys made a very practical witness to their 
faith in Christ by singing a well-known hymn before the whole school. 


Four evening meetings were held in our house for educated people — 


and these were attended by fifteen or twenty members of the local 
government and other city offices. Several showed more than casual 
interest and two at least attended all four meetings. Four evening 
evangelistic” meetings were held for the general public. The church was 
crowded each evening. At Yoch’ih two meetings a day were arranged. 
The little band of Christians attended well and were evidently touched 


by the preaching. Numbers were made up by some Christian girl 


students who obtained leave of absence from their s-hool and brought 
in a crowd of their school friends. 


We are praying that the interest aroused may 'e maintained and 


brought to- fruition in many lives. For this purpose we have continued 
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the weekly meeting for the educated Le and hope to hold house 
parties for the students at the close of the school term. 

Day 11. Kuan-in-Koh. Tai-shi-ch’ang, where Dr. and Mrs. Arm- 
strong worked for a year, doing medical work, and where Mr. and 
Mrs. Mulrenan have done a year’s evangelistic work, is now to be left 
without missionary help. What can be said of the apparent fruit of 
these years? In the church itself the Christian families have been 
regularly visited and the church attendances have been maintained. 


Nevertheless the ideal of each family holding daily worship, and the — 


children learning the Gospel in the home, is very far from being 
realised. This is an urgent matter for prayer. Many have heard the 
Gospel preached regularly both in the dispensary and on the street, 
but we know of only one conversion from all this work. Please pray 
for the local voluntary leader as he carries on the services. 

Day 12. Chihsien. A new plan was tried last autumn for 
gathering the Christian men together. One day a month is set aside 
for a whole day of Bible Classes and teaching. The first gathering was — 
held in September and ten were present. Please pray that attendances 
will increase and these days be made at time of real blessing. The Sun- 
day School is in full swing again and we trust that the regular teaching 
of these weeks will bear fruit. | 
. An encouraging house party was held in J anuary for four days. 
The twelve young people who attended were a mixed crowd; some 
amongst them were quite unsaved, a few clearly saved and the rest in 
between these two positions. The Rev. E. A. Sadler came over from 
Tachu to give a series of taiks on the New Life—How obtained, Its 
_ evidences, What it means in daily life. In addition there were periods 
devoted to Bible study, singing and testiniony. The evening gatherings 
were of a social nature. There was a helpful friendly atmosphere 
throughout and several have since shown evidence of real blessing 
received. Apart from a small registration fee from those who 
attended, the church bore the whole cost of the meetings. 

An average daily attendance of fifty children came to the 
D.V.B.S. held just before Chinese New Year; 75 per cent. of these 
were from heathen homes. The number of ‘workers available was 
really insufficient to deal with so many children. Scripture teaching, 
Gospel posters, handwork and games filled up an interesting .pro- — 
gramme. 
~ Day 13. Tachu. The Sadlers have settled in and are beginning 
their new work. Miss Wang En-ts’eh is at home now and though she 
- is supposed to be resting her eyes, her presence in Tachu is a great 
help to Mrs. Sadler. | 

Day 14. Tahsien. Dr. and Mrs. Gray are here running a “Short _ 
Term Hospital.” . Unfortunately they have both been ill and the work © 
had to close for a time. The Evangelistic Band has started work at 
San-ch’ing-miao under the leadership of the Rev.. W. H. C. Simmonds. 
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With him are Mr. Cheo Tse-ch’ing, a worker of some experience, and — 
Mr. Ts’ai Pih-hsuen, who has just graduated from the Bible Institute — 
at Langchung. Mrs. Simmonds is also there for work amongst the 
women. Please surround this new effort with your prayers, asking. 
that the band may be a really united team; that physically they may 
be fit to carry on this exacting work, and that they may preach the 
Word in the power of the Spirit. | 
Day 16.  Liangshan. Please pray that the important matier of 
giving may be properly understood and practised by. the Christians. 
There are still many folk from other parts of China in this city, among 
whom must be not a few who are Christians or have had contact with 
Christianity : we would like to make more effective contact with them. 
Tienkiang. Many are finding their daily livelihood a matter of 
real concern and seem less willing to give time to hear or help in 
the work of evangelism. High cost of living and travel make long 
evangelistic trips increasingly difficult, but we still have good oppor- 
tunities in other ways of spreading the Message. We are finding the 
use of Christian homes the best medium for evangelistic work and aim 
at specialising in this type of work during the winter months. There 
is still most bitter opposition from a certain section of people in the — 
city; conditions are most difficult for many of the new believers. 
Day 17. .Kaihsien.. Mr. Orr writes of encouragement in the keen- 
ness of a Middle School boy who has believed in the Lord without any 
home influence to help. Recently he invited the workers to visit his 
home in the country, where they had-a very friendly reception. After 
chatting for a while, Mr. Ning got going on true and false worship. 
The folk listened attentively and appreciatively. Please pray for this 
~ home in which the Gospel light is now burning. A men’s Evangelistic 
Band was working in the Tungli last autumn; please pray for the seed 
then sown. The Women’ s Annual Bible School was to be held in the 
city in February. It is increasingly difficult for the women to gather 
in these war days, but the value of such schools is as great as ever. 
Day 18. Wanhsien. The church here has suffered the loss of old © 
Mr. Hsie. . He was only “a doorkeeper in the House of the Lord ” 


and at times difficult in his ways, but is greatly missed in connection _ 


with family worship, evangelistic work, Sunday services, or just odd | 
jobs. Please pray that the Lord will raise up someone to take his 


_ place as gatekeeper. 


Day 19. Fengkieh, Yunyang, Yuinanchang. in 
these places are largely left as sheep without a shepherd. Please pray 


that they may be kept from being entirely scattered and that it may 
not be long before workers can be sent to these districts. : 


.. Exigzacies of ican have made it necessary to omit the usual “ Personal 
Notes ” and the Prayer pages and Cycle. Readers are asked to refer to previous 
issues for the Diocesan Prayer and the Cycle, which may have to appear in 
future only once during the year.—Editor. 
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